
HowHow to to achieveachieve excellentexcellent qualityquality ofof

researchresearch in Slovakiain Slovakia

Jaromír PastorekJaromír Pastorek
Slovak Academy of SciencesSlovak Academy of Sciences



Definition of excellent research is not Definition of excellent research is not simplesimple

Definition of "Excellent"Definition of "Excellent"
Research leading to important discoveries that impa ct the course Research leading to important discoveries that impa ct the course 
of others’ research; new knowledge and techniques, both expected and of others’ research; new knowledge and techniques, both expected and 
unexpected, within and across traditional disciplin ary boundaries; and unexpected, within and across traditional disciplin ary boundaries; and 
highhigh--potential links across these boundaries.potential links across these boundaries.



Research in SlovakiaResearch in Slovakia

Specific conditionsSpecific conditions
�� low financial supportlow financial support
�� weak scientific weak scientific basbasee�� weak scientific weak scientific basbasee
�� insufficient infrastructureinsufficient infrastructure
�� lack of young scientistslack of young scientists



Slovak Academy of SciencesSlovak Academy of Sciences

Centers of excellence Centers of excellence –– low financinglow financing

Agency for research and developmentAgency for research and development (APVV)(APVV)(APVV)(APVV)

Research and education center of excellence (2007)Research and education center of excellence (2007)

Excellent research is questionable, no direct suppo rt of experimental Excellent research is questionable, no direct suppo rt of experimental 
researchresearch



Excellent researchExcellent research

�� based on strong scientific personalitybased on strong scientific personality
�� structure of pyramidestructure of pyramide
�� cumulation of projectscumulation of projects
�� importance of FP EUimportance of FP EU
�� high scientometric criteria:high scientometric criteria:

CC papersCC papersCC papersCC papers
WOS citationsWOS citations
Hirsh index, cHirsh index, c--indexindex

�� active international collaborations within bilatera l and/oractive international collaborations within bilatera l and/or
multilateral projects and exchange of scientistsmultilateral projects and exchange of scientists


